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Wheathampstead Parish Council Meeting                                                                24 April 2014 
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	3546-14
	Apologies

	
	

	
	Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors A Brewster (Mayoral commitments) and Councillors N Clements and S Haynes (personal reasons).

	
	

	3547-14
	Presentation by Wheathampstead House School on plans for access.

	
	

	
	Mr Campbell, Bursar, and Mrs Bradnam, Head of the Preparatory School  with their architect Mr Jenkins, gave a presentation on the history, architectural and access plans for the School. Attempts had been made to mix contemporary style with listed buildings to improve music provision, caretaker’s accommodation and access. Since 2012 the plans had been revised so that the netball courts were further from the road and vehicles took a more direct route to drop off and pick up or park. The School had worked with highways and the police in relation to traffic access. 

	
	

	3548-14
	Public Speaking

	
	

	
	Mrs Gatehouse asked for clarification from the Wheathampstead House School regarding access arrangements particularly in relation to traffic using Waddling Lane (Minute 3547-14).  She had attended the information evening at the School but remained concerned at the number of vehicles turning in the Waddling Lane – Palmerston Drive T junction. One resident had counted over 70 in a morning and more did U turns. She had hoped that a roundabout be incorporated in the access to the Codicote Road. This was specifically noted by Mr Jenkins. 


	
	Mr Whiting  spoke of his concerns regarding urbanisation, through loss of greenery, of the development plans for the United Reformed Church (Minute 3551-14 plan 5/2014/0808). Of particular concern was the fate
of a mature holly tree and for what was considered inadequate parking provision for a community building. He recommended refusal of the plan on the grounds that proposed development will be detrimental to the character and amenity of the area contrary to policies 70 and 74 of the Local Plan” 

Mrs Allen also spoke in relation to the development plans for the United Reformed Church site (Minute 3551-14). She stated that she lived in one of the four existing houses on the site and did not object to suitable -development.  However she objected strongly to these plans which she felt were totally unacceptable particularly with regard to parking and traffic issues.  As a wheelchair user and sufferer of multiple sclerosis she was concerned that with the proposed development to the rear of her house the only access to her garage and rear entrance could be hazardous being across a roadway shared with all other visitors and residents of the site. Onsite parking was regarded as totally inadequate, with access and manoeuvring  for vehicles dropping off at the site, adjacent to a busy road poor. Such reasons had caused the previous application to be rejected, she believed these issues remained unresolved. 

Mrs Munday stated that whilst she was not opposed to appropriate redevelopment of the church site (Minute 3551-14) she objected to this application as inappropriate overdevelopment out of place in the Village setting and surrounding properties.  She also questioned the church’s financial justification for the development and drew attention to a boundary dispute. Specifically she mentioned the need for a retaining wall between her own property and the new building. As Mr Whiting and Mrs Allen she urged the Parish Council to recommend refusal of plan 5/2014/0808.

	
	

	3549-14
	Report from County Councillor Maxine Crawley

	
	

	
	Apologies had been received from Councillor Crawley for absence. 

	
	

	3550-14
	Specific Declarations of Interest and dispensations

	
	

	
	Councillor Clark, being District Councillor member of the Plans North Committee of the District Council Planning Authority declared an interest in Minute 3551-14. The way she votes at Parish Council will not necessarily be the way she votes at District Council. Councillors Johnston and  Woodhams declared a personal interest in Minute 3551-14 plan 5/2014/0808 being a near neighbour and friend respectively .

	
	

	3551-14
	Planning

	
	

	
	Councillor Clark, being Chairman of the Planning Committee, took the Chair for this item.

The following  plan was considered and a recommendation of refusal made to St Albans District Council. Proposed by Councillor Shardlow, seconded by Councillor Begg and agreed

	
	

	
	5/2014/0808


	United Reformed

Church Brewhouse Hill Wheathampstead

Hertfordshire AL4 8AG
	Demolition of existing buildings and erection of new Church building and

three detached two storey dwellings, new flat roof double garage linked to

existing double garage, block paving and associated landscaping

(resubmission following withdrawal of 5/2013/3475) 

	
	

	
	Resolved
	Recommendation to St Albans District Council of REFUSAL

The  Parish Council is concerned that the applicants have not fully addressed the main reason for the Inspector's dismissal of the first application relating to the overall amenity of the nearby residents. Over development of the site is still a strong concern. The bringing of the Church/Community facility closer to the road is part of that concern.
The proposed partial removal of the specimen holly tree in front of the existing residences to allow for two parking spaces could endanger its viability. The four parking spaces at the Brewhouse Hill frontage of the development are very close to the foot way and likely to cause conflict with that foot way. Overspill of parking when the Church/Community building is in use is likely to cause more severe congestion than that which already occurs in nearby roads such as Wick Avenue. The distance from the main car park of the village in East Lane is a disincentive for most users of the facility.
There is little space in the development for larger vehicles to turn, causing them to need to reverse out onto a very busy road.
Members feel that the proposed church building is not an attractive replacement for an established feature of this part of the village.

	
	

	
	Councillor Johnston resumed the Chair.

	
	

	3552-14
	Minutes of Council

	
	

	
	The Chairman proposed and it was agreed that the Minutes of the meeting held on 27 March2014 be approved.

	
	

	
	Resolved:

	
	To confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on 27 March 2014 to be a true and fair account and for these to be signed by the Chairman.

	
	

	3553-14
	Minutes of Committee Meetings

	
	

	
	The Chairman proposed and it was agreed that the following draft committee minutes were received and adopted:

	
	

	
	Community Involvement Committee 
	17 March 2014

	
	Planning Committee
	18 March 2014

	
	

	
	Resolved:     
	
	To receipt and adopt the draft Minutes of 

	
	
	Community Involvement Committee 
	17 March 2014

	
	
	Planning Committee
	18 March 2014

	
	
	
	

	3554-14
	Youth Update 

	
	

	
	Councillor Halford, Chairman of Community Involvement Committee, reported that 4 local people had received the National Citizens Service Award and were happy to speak to a Council meeting. The group had raised approximately £1,000 for St Francis Hospice. Councillor Begg proposed, seconded by Councillor Woodhams, and it was agreed, that the Clerk write congratulating them upon their achievements

	
	

	
	Resolved
	1

2
	To note the report.

Clerk to congratulate the young people on behalf of Council.

	
	

	3555-14
	Heritage Trail Update

	
	

	
	It was confirmed that the  ‘opening’ of the newly restored and sign written Station Wagon would take place on 1 June. The launch date for Phase II of the Heritage Trail (Minute 3518-14) had been postponed until 22 June to avoid a date clash with the Mayor’s charity tea party. Councillors were encouraged to support Cllr Brewster’s event, being her final fundraiser in the mayoral year.  

	
	

	
	Resolved
	1

2
	To note the report.

That the launch date for the Heritage Trail Phase II be set as 22 June.

	
	
	
	

	3556-14
	Marford Play Project

	
	

	
	It was reported that following a site meeting with planners it was hoped the planning conditions for 5/2013/1168 would now be discharged and contractors be on site as soon as possible. Work had begun removing some of the obsolete equipment.

	
	

	
	Resolved
	To note the report

	
	
	

	
	
	

	3557-14
	Annual Parish Meeting

	
	

	
	The Chairman noted his disappointment at the poor councillor attendance at the 2014 Annual  Parish Meeting. It was noted that there would be a Parish Council election in 2015. Councillors agreed that the 2015 meeting be held in March.

	
	

	
	Resolved
	To note the report

	
	
	

	3558-14
	Bank Authorisation

	
	

	
	Councillors were asked to approve BACS authorisation for payroll payments and update the cheque signatory list to include the newly appointed Deputy Clerk.

Councillor Begg proposed, seconded by Councillor Woodhams, and it was agreed that:

· BACS authorisation be given to the payroll provider, Clerk to notify Selima and the Co-Op Bank and complete necessary paperwork.

· That the bank signatories remain any combination of two councillors with either Clerk or Deputy Clerk. Bank mandate to be updated following personnel changes

	
	
	

	
	Resolved
	1

2
	BACS authorisation be given to the payroll provider, Clerk to notify Selima and the Co-Op Bank and complete necessary paperwork.

That the bank signatories remain any combination of two councillors with either Clerk or Deputy Clerk. Bank mandate to be updated following personnel changes

	
	
	

	3559-13
	Highways Projects

	
	

	
	It was reported that Herts County Council, in the spirit of localism, had launched a project entitled ‘Highways Together’ at the recent County conference for local councils. This aimed to engage town and parish councils with the Highways  Service. The Clerk, in her capacity as Society of Local Council Clerks branch representative on the Hertfordshire Association of Parish and Town Councils, sat on the steering group.  Wheathampstead PC was participating in pilot project 5 – environmental work with the probation service. Councillors had been ask to identify potential areas of work which would be undertaken in July. Members who attended the conference were keen to ensure benefit to all parties. 

	
	

	
	Resolved
	To note the report.

	
	

	3560-14
	Accounts for Payment and Financial Reports

	
	

	
	Reports were deferred to the next meeting.

	
	

	
	

	3561-14
	Consultations, training and meetings

	
	

	
	Councillor Johnston reported on the Wheathampstead Community Forum Meeting held at the Fire Station on 23 April including churches and neighbourhood watch items. Crime statistics were presented and it was noted that the St Albans Police Station was due to move to the Council hub in the autumn, there was a change in Neighbourhood Sergeant, some new PCSOs had joined the local team and the Piggotshill DriveSafe group was disbanded.  The Fire Service had attended 33 calls in the year including 10 floodings.
Councillor Johnston had been elected to chair the meeting, and the Clerk to support administratively, following changes in police budget priorities.

	
	

	
	Resolved
	
	To note the reports.

	
	
	

	3562-14
	Exclusion of Press and Public

	
	

	
	The Chairman proposed and it was agreed to exclude the press and public, as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed (Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960).

	
	

	
	Resolved 
	To exclude the press and public, as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed (Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960).

	
	
	

	3563-14
	Complaint

	
	

	
	The Chairman reported that the Clerk had received a formal complaint earlier that day regarding the behaviour of a parish councillor. He, with the Clerk, had met with the complainant and the issues would be investigated and reported back to Council.

	
	

	
	Resolved
	To note the report

	
	

	3564-14
	Transfer of land

	
	

	
	Further to Minute 3523-14 it was reported that the developer of the former Helmets factory site had yet to transfer funds per the s106 agreement, or sign the transfer document for the Crinkle Crankle Garden  (HD447768 Land lying to the west of High Street) . It was noted that at least one property was now occupied.
Councillor Begg proposed, seconded by Councillor Woodhams, and it was agreed, that the Council’s solicitor be notified of the breach and negotiate on Council’s behalf

	
	
	

	
	Resolved
	To note the breach by the developer of the s106 Agreement and ask Council’s solicitor to negotiate on its behalf

	
	
	

	
	
	

	3565-14
	Amwell Track

	
	

	
	Correspondence from residents had been received and circulated regarding maintenance responsibility for the Amwell Track, Nomansland. Clarification of public rights of way had been obtained from Hertfordshire County Council (it was not a designated right of way). Councillors were shown the signed Deed of Easement, 2005. This information had now been passed to Council’s solicitor.
Councillors asked that when this subject is next discussed it be taken in open session.

	
	

	
	Resolved
	To note the report

	
	
	

	3566-14
	Removal of building restrictions

	
	

	
	Correspondence had been received from the residents of 32 Wick Avenue. Part of the site was bought from the Parish Council and carried building  restrictions; they wished to extend the property to accommodate their parents.

Councillor Begg proposed, seconded by Councillor Davies, and it was agreed that  in principal and subject to a financial consideration, the Parish Council would consider permitting building on the land formerly theirs. 

	
	

	
	Resolved 
	That in principal and subject to a financial consideration, the Parish Council would consider permitting building on the land formerly theirs.

	
	
	

	3567-14
	Readmission of Press and Public

	
	

	
	Resolved
	To readmit press and public

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 22.20h. 

Dated this
         day of


2014

Chairman


