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Dates for your diary 

             Every last Tuesday in the month Amwell Fundraisers                                                              

     Bingo - Mead Hall, 7.30pm. Contact Colin on 07790 639735. 

Every Thursday Citizens Advice Outreach Service - Memorial Hall, 

10am-12pm. Drop in or make an appointment on 01727 811118  

November 23 (Thursday) U3A guest speaker Fool's Gold: Acoustic 

Music in the Folk Tradition. Memorial Hall, 2pm-4pm.   

November 23 (Thursday) Luton aircraft noise meeting. Memorial Hall, 

7.30pm-9.30pm.  

November 25 (Saturday) Mead Quilters Exhibition of Patchwork and 

Quilting. Memorial Hall, 10am-4pm. Entry: Adults £3, children free.  

November 30 (Thursday) Christmas Lights up on Wheathampstead 

High Street, 5.45pm-8pm. 

December 7 (Thursday) Wheathampstead Community Group 

Singalong. Memorial Hall, 7.45pm (see back page of the Pump). 

December 9 (Saturday) Amwell Fundraisers Christmas Party. 

Memorial Hall, 6.30pm-9.30pm. Contact Colin on 07790 639735. 

Transport is available if required.  

December 14 (Thursday) U3A Christmas fun meeting. Memorial Hall, 

2pm-4pm.   

January 25 (Thursday) U3A guest speaker Peter Burley: 

Marshalswick Mansion & St Albans Country House Heritage. Memorial 

Hall, 2pm-4pm. 

Please note, the Wheathampstead Parish Council office 

will close at 12.30pm on Friday 22 December and will 

reopen at 9am on Tuesday 2 January 2018.    
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News in brief  

Wheathampstead Station Fun Day 

Thank you to everyone who attended the event that we held on 17th 

September 2017, following the recent refurbishments to the station platform. 

Despite the wet weather, we had a great turn out and the miniature train 

proved to be very popular!   

Successful Macmillan coffee morning  

In aid of Macmillan’s annual ‘World’s Biggest Coffee Morning’, £108.97 was 

raised by Wheathampstead Toddler Group, with a fantastic array of cakes 

and treats donated by local parents. 

New Parish Councillor  

We are pleased to welcome Jonathan Booth to the Parish Council. 

Jonathan replaces Annie Brewster, who stepped down earlier this year after 

becoming our County Councillor.   

New boules/petang court  

In support of local health and wellbeing, a boules/petang court at Rectory 

Meadow (behind St Helens Church) has been approved and we hope to 

install the court by Spring 2018. A suggested location has been marked out 

so please take a look and share your thoughts with the Parish Council.  

 

 

How would you like to 

commemorate the  

anniversary of the  

end of the Great War? 

 

Wheathampstead Parish Council would like to mark this special occasion in 

2018 and are seeking ideas/suggestions from the local community.  

If you would like to share your ideas with us, please either send an email to 

info@wheathampstead-pc.gov.uk or pop into our office 9am-12.30pm 

Monday to Friday.    
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Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue 
Service has seen its latest recruits 
complete their basic training and be 
officially welcomed into their new 
roles as retained firefighters They 
will now be on call to deal with 
emergencies alongside their normal 
jobs, ready to respond to alerts within 
four minutes.  

Two of the 15 new firefighters were 
Adrian Biddulph and Mark Dedman 
from Wheathampstead. They will 
both be posted to Wheathampstead 
Fire Station.  

During the course the trainees 
worked hard to achieve high 
standards of skills and abilities in 
subjects including firecraft, breathing 
apparatus, fire behaviour and tactical 
ventilation, road traffic collision, first 
aid and trauma care. Their training 
will now continue at their individual 
stations where they will maintain and 
develop these skills.  

Terry Hone, cabinet member for 
community safety at Herts County 
Council, said:  

“I congratulate all the new recruits 
and welcome them to their new roles. 
They stand at the threshold of a 
unique career which offers them an 
exceptional range of opportunities 
and experiences. Being a retained 
firefighter is one of the most exciting 
and rewarding jobs you can do and 
provides a valuable service to the 
community.”  

Retained firefighters need to live or 
work within four minutes of a fire 
station and be on standby to attend 
emergency incidents.  

In return, Hertfordshire Fire and 
Rescue Service offers full training 
and a basic annual retainer as well as 
payments for call-outs to incidents. 
Firefighters are required to attend the 
Station for training with colleagues 
for three hours, one evening per 
week, for which they will be paid.  

Firefighters passing out: 
Wheathampstead Fire Station welcomes two new recruits 

To find more about being a 
retained firefighter and express 

an interest in the role, please 
visit www.hertsdirect.org/rds                      
and complete the online form. 

http://www.hertsdirect.org/rds
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By Eddie Cornell 

This 48 page booklet, produced by 
the Woodland Trust, is a guide to the 
newly planted Heartwood 
Arboretum, which covers 11 hectares 
of the Forest. It describes in some 
detail all sixty of the trees and shrubs 
native to the British Isles.  

Reading through this enlightening 
booklet you may come across trees 
you have never heard of, let alone 
seen, such as the Strawberry Tree, 
Whitebeam, Wayfaring Tree and 
many others, all of which grow 
somewhere in the UK. 

The booklet takes you through each 
of them describing the look, size, 
colouring and other interesting 
things such as how the wood is used. 
There are excellent photos showing 
the leaves, fruits, berries and 
sometimes the bark. 

Even if you’re not a tree lover, this 
booklet may encourage you to visit 
the Arboretum and see these trees 
and shrubs all set out in their 
separate beds. If you are already a 
tree lover, walk through the 
Arboretum with the booklet and, on 
the way back, see if you (and perhaps 
your children) can remember all the 
names.  

 

The Scots Pine are growing well and 
you can imagine what they will look 
like in 100 years (people are living 
longer); the Box are protected in little 
box shields (very appropriate); the 
willows are cracking on. I was 
bowled over by the Cricket Bat 
Willow and the Broom is not for 
sweeping. 

To find the Arboretum, walk to the 
crossroads in Nomansland and take 
the bridleway alongside Drovers 
Lane through the wooded section. 
When it opens out, go right towards 
the new fencing, cross the road, and 
enter the Arboretum by the north 
entrance. 

This book is available to buy from the 
Post  Office and the Manor Pharmacy 

and costs £3.00.   

 

Book review: 
Heartwood Arboretum - A living guide to all the trees 
and shrubs native to the British Isles  
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Wheathampstead Library has been a 
lively place this summer. More than 
180 children signed on for the 
Summer Reading Challenge and 
many have been coming in to talk 
about the books they have read.  

In Wheathampstead, those who have 
successfully completed the challenge 
have been presented with certificates, 
wristbands and medals. The theme 
this year was ‘Animal Agents’. Each 
young person read six books, which 
they talked about with a volunteer in 
the library.  

In addition, the training of volunteers 
continues and we are well on the way 

to taking over the running of the 
library in the New Year. 

Chrissie Chadney, Chair of the 
Management Group, said: 

“We are delighted both with the 
young people’s response to the 
Summer Reading Challenge and to 
the response of volunteers who have 
really enjoyed their interaction with 
our young readers. The volunteer 
training is progressing well and we 
hope that from mid-October our 
professional library colleagues will be 
able to take more of a back seat, with 
the volunteers taking over completely 
in the New Year.” 

Wheathampstead Community Library: 
Summer Reading Challenge and volunteering 
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In the last year Wheathampstead 
Citizens Advice helped around 50 
local residents by providing free, 
confidential, impartial advice. 

It can sometimes be difficult or costly 
to find information and support, 
access legal advice or filling in forms. 
You may be dealing with a crisis or 
simply want to know your rights or 
consider your options. At Citizens 
Advice Outreach we regularly help 
clients with the following issues: 

 Benefits – advice, applications and 
appeals 

 Housing – privately owned or 
rented, rent arrears, possession, 
homelessness and eviction 

 Family and relationship problems 

 Debt 

 Employment issues - disputes, 
termination and discrimination 

 Immigration 

 Wills and Powers of Attorney 

 Neighbour disputes 

 Healthcare concerns 

 Consumer complaints 

 Insurance 

 Pension guidance 

 Energy-saving and switching 
suppliers 

 Legal disputes and criminal law 

 Transport issues (including 
applications for blue badges) and 
parking penalties 

 Understanding and writing letters. 

We're here to help anyone that needs 
us. We believe individuals should be 
able to get help in a way that works 
for them and meets their needs. 

By solving these problems, we reduce 
their impact and help to improve 
people’s wellbeing and personal 
circumstances. This in turn is of 
value to society as a whole. 

In some cases we can arrange free or 
low cost appointments when legal 
advice is required. It is also often 
possible for Citizens Advice to access 
grants, the food bank, and other 
practical or financial support through 
charities or other support groups. 

 

Citizens Advice Bureau: 
How can we help? 

To access Citizens Advice, please 
visit the Memorial Hall on 

Thursdays between 10am and 
12noon, or call 01727 811 118 to 

arrange an appointment. 
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Herts Boat Rescue - training in the River Lea 

The team from Herts Boat Rescue 

recently underwent training in the 

River Lea in Wheathampstead.  

Training included carrying out a 

simulated search to find a 

(pretend) missing child -  who was 

found later that morning!  

The team later engaged 

in rope training, which 

created a lot of positive 

interest f rom local 

residents. 

You can follow Herts 

Boat Rescue on Twitter 

@hertsboatrescue 



10 

 

  

  

  



11 

 Sports and fitness:  

Outdoor Gym 

In October, Wheathampstead became one of 

only two locations in the UK to own this type 

of outdoor gym equipment, worth £21,000.  

As winners of a competition run by Caloo Ltd, 

Wheathampstead Parish Council is delighted  

to be able to provide this free facility to help 

local residents to become more fit and 

healthy.   

The gym equipment includes a leg extension, 

a seated pull down, a chest press, an 

adductor machine, a stepper and an arm bike.  
Wheathampstead Ladies

Are you interested in joining a 

women’s football team? We play in the 

Beds and Herts Women's Football 

League, with our home ground is in 

Wheathampstead.  

We are a chartered standard club with 

a mix of age groups (players must be 

16 years+) and recently completed our 

first season with a good results. 

For more information on training and 

how to join, please contact the 

manager, Joe. 

Tel: 07492 481440  

Email: montiee2@outlook.com
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Wheathampstead Ladies 

Are you interested in joining a 

women’s football team? We play in the 

Beds and Herts Women's Football 

League, with our home ground is in 

We are a chartered standard club with 

a mix of age groups (players must be 

16 years+) and recently completed our 

first season with a good results.  

For more information on training and 

how to join, please contact the 

montiee2@outlook.com. 

Tennis court hire       

Did you know non - members of the Tennis Club can 

hire the tennis courts at Marford Playing Fields for 

private use? 

Tennis court hire costs £5 per hour, plus a refundable 

£5 deposit which is payable at the Parish Council office 

in the Memorial Hall.  

To find out the availability of the courts, please visit the 

Tennis Club website at www.wltc.org.uk. 

U10s Cricket  

The Wheathampstead Cricket Club U10s team were 

crowned county champions this year, with their trophy 

being awarded by England's Alistair Cook last Friday 

at Shenley Cricket Centre.  

Led by super coach Geoff Playle, the U10s beat North 

Enfield to seal their victory on finals day. This was the 

first time the team has won any silverware, so it was a 

day to remember for all.  
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SCOUT CHRISTMAS POST 
Want to save some money and time this Christmas? 

Why not let Wheathampstead Scout Group deliver your local 
Christmas cards throughout the village. Last year almost 2000 cards 

were delivered raising almost £400 for the local scouts. 

We deliver to homes with Wheathampstead addresses including 
Gustard Wood, Blackmore End, Folly Fields and the Manor Road area. 

 ● Scout post boxes at Manor Pharmacy and St Helen’s Church                                                                       
 from the 27th November 

 ● Delivery on Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th December 

 ● Last posting date 12 noon on Friday 15th December 

 ● Costs only 20 pence per card 

 ● Money to be placed in the special Scout post boxes 

 

 

 

 

For queries please  
contact us at 

wheathampsteadscout-
post@gmail.com  

or  call 07947 789788 
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Aircraft Noise - Public Meeting 

 Wednesday 22nd November  

7pm at the Memorial Hall 

 

 

 Why is there so much aircraft noise at night? 

 What can we do to stop aircraft overflying our houses? 

 Why does the Airport want to change flight paths? 

Noise problems caused by Luton 
Airport have been increasing. Since 
2013 66% more aircraft are 
departing from Luton in bigger and 
noisier planes, making life a misery 
for many communities, particularly 
at night.  

In 2015, the westerly departures 
flight path from the airport was 
changed, using a flight path 
technique called RNAV. These 
changes have caused a huge 
concentration of noise particularly 
over Sandridge and parts of 
Wheathampstead.  

The Airport is now proposing to 
implement RNAV on all departure 

routes. As this will affect, 
Wheathampstead, it’s important 
that residents are aware of the scale 
of the problems and issues that 
surround the airport.  

Wheathampstead Parish Council is 
hosting a meeting organised by 
LADACAN (Luton and District 
Association for the Control of 
Aircraft Noise). This will consider 
the growth of the airport, proposals 
to implement RNAV on other 
routes, the increase in night flights, 
and what can be done to pressure 
Luton Airport to reduce the impact 
of aircraft noise on local 
communities. 

For more information, please contact Cllr Judy Shardlow at: 
judy.shardlow@wheathampstead-pc.gov.uk  

To find out more about LADACAN, visit to www.ladacan.org  
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Wheathampstead Open Space Volunteers: 
Bower Heath  

By Peter Ryan 

We returned to Bower Heath in 
September to continue raising the 
crowns of the trees around the 
grassland and create small glades and 
scalloped edges to the woodland, to 
improve the different habitats.  
Raising the crowns allows our 
contractor to mow closer to the 
woodland edge and so prevent 
brambles and nettles invading the 
acidic grassland.  WOSV have been 
working at Bower Heath for three 
years and the habitat improvement is 
noticeable; the photos above show 
what a couple of hours of effort can 
achieve.  

Bower Heath is a County Wildlife 
site, meaning that it is designated as 
being of conservation importance 
and is recognised in Local Authority 
development plans.  This protects it 
and encourages careful management  

 

to maintain and enhance its 
importance.      

Bower Heath is owned and managed 
by our Parish Council and, like 
Nomansland and Marshalls Heath, it 
is Common Land that was probably 
used for communal grazing and 
wood collecting.  Today, we are less 
dependent on our woods for fuel and 
food and the cessation of grazing and 
coppicing has meant woodland and 
scrub has encroached on to the areas 
of grass.  Our work here helps to halt 
this march and preserve what is left 
of this important grassland. 

WOSV meet on the second Saturday 
of each month to help manage and 
improve our open spaces.  Our 
calendar of events can be found on 
the Parish Council website at 
www.wheathampstead-pc.gov.uk.  

                           Before                                                                 After 
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Are you thinking of starting a business?  Have 

you recently started one? 

Why not benefit by getting FREE 
advice from local business owners 
who have already been through the 
trials, tribulations and joys of setting 
up a new business?   

Find out what the pitfalls are and 
how best to succeed in your new 
venture.  Get introductions to 
potential clients. Get an impartial 
‘sanity-check’ on your ideas from like
-minded people who understand 
what you’re trying to achieve.   

The Wheathampstead Business 
Group is run by local people who 
care about having a thriving business 
community in Wheathampstead, 
ranging from large firms employing 
dozens of staff to small part-time 
businesses run from a spare 
bedroom.   

It’s easy to meet us and tell us more 
about your business.  We have 
networking meetings on the last 
Friday of every month (8am to 9am 
at The Swan) and planning meetings 
on the third Tuesday of every month 
(7.45pm to 9.30pm at The Swan).  
Meetings are relaxed and friendly; 
you’re welcome to come along.   
Members of the Group have many 
years of business experience and 
we’re keen for other people to 
benefit. 

Starting your own business can be 
daunting but with so many successful 
businesses in Wheathampstead there 
are plenty of examples to show that it 
is possible.  Support from like-
minded people right on your 
doorstep will make the prospect of 
your start-up a little less daunting! 

 

Adam Collis - Chairman 
01582 629594 
chair@wheathampstead.org.uk  
www.wheathampstead.org.uk  

 

mailto:chair@wheathampstead.org.uk
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Youth News:  

Wheathampstead Youth Club              
 

YC Hertfordshire is running a youth work project for young people 

aged 13-17 years old. We have the use of the Main Hall and kitchen 

from 7pm-9pm and the outdoor weather pitch from 8pm-9pm. We 

also have use of the outdoor gym at any time.  

 

We have done many activities in the past such as cooking, arts and 

crafts, hair and beauty and five-a-side football etc. These are things 

we will happily continue to do, but now we want young people to give 

us more ideas so that we can devise a project that they want to 

attend.  

If you or someone you know has an idea or activity in mind, please 

come and share it with us. We would gladly welcome any new ideas 

you have.  

 

Pop on down to see us on a Tuesday between 7pm-9pm.  

 

We look forward to seeing you! 

 

If you want to get in touch, you can call the Youth Club leader Paul 

Cairns on 01442 454060. 
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Wednesday 25 October 2pm-4pm 

Police surgery dates 

at the Memorial Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All dates and times 

are subject to 

operational 

requirements.  

Chloe Dagless 
PCSO 6409 
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Clerk to the Parish Council 
Julia Warren, Parish Council Office, The Memorial Hall, Marford Road, AL4 8AY.  
Contact on 01582 832541 or info@wheathampstead-pc.gov.uk  
Website: www.wheathampstead-pc.gov.uk 

Your Parish councillors 

   

Jonathan Booth 3 Marshalls Way  

Gill Clark 16 Tudor Road, AL4 8NW 01582 832579 

David Davies 3 Cherry Tree Lane, AL4 8HP 01582 821350 

Elias Habib 69 Necton Road, AL4 8LB 07522 435367 

Linda Halford 35 Marshalls Way, AL4 8HZ 01582 760593 

Steve Haynes 65 Necton Road, AL4 8AT 01582 629327 

David Johnston  9 Brewhouse Hill,  AL4 8AN 07774 211933 

Tessa Reason Croft Farm, Cherry Tree Lane, AL4 8HP 01582 832071 

Judy Shardlow 28 Dale Avenue., AL4 8LS 01438 833858 

Peter Woodhams 54 Butterfield Road, AL4 8QH 01582 832541 

Your District councillors  

Annie Brewster  Fairways, Firs Drive, AL4 8LB 01438 832255 

Gill Clark  As above As above 

Sandra Wood  12 Mount Road, AL4 8BX 07919 497818 

Your County councillor  

Annie Brewster Fairways, Firs Drive, AL4 8LB 01438 832255 

Your MP  

Bim Afolami 65 High Street, Harpenden, AL5 2SL  01582 761796  

Police  
Your local officers are PC1848 Arthur Wilkes and PCSO 4609 Chloe Dagless. Please 
see page 21 for Police Surgery dates at the Memorial Hall. 
Call 101 for non-emergency and information, or 999 for an emergency. 

Council Services contacts 
To report highways matters eg salt bins, potholes, lights, road signs, abandoned 
roadwork signs, call 0300 1234 047 or report online at  
www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults.  
For recycling collections, fly-tipping and other local services contact St Albans 
District Council on 01727 866100 or visit  
www.stalbans.gov.uk and select Local Information Service. 
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